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Introduction 
Cases related to terrorism often pose unusual and challenging case-management 
issues for the courts. Evidence or arguments may be classified; witnesses or the 
jury may require special security measures; attorneys contacts with their clients 
may be diminished; other challenges may present themselves. 

The purpose of this Federal Judicial Center resource is to assemble methods 
federal judges have employed to meet these challenges so that judges facing the 
challenges can learn from their colleagues experiences. 

This Case Studies document includes background factual information about 
these high-profile cases as well as descriptions of the judges challenges and solu-
tions. The challenges and solutions are summarized in a separate Problems and 
Solutions document. The information presented is based on a review of case files 
and news media accounts and on interviews with the judges. 
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First World Trade Center Bombing 
United States v. Salameh (Kevin Thomas 

Duffy, S.D.N.Y.) and United States v. Abdel 
Rahman (Michael B. Mukasey, S.D.N.Y.) 

On Friday, February 26, 1993, a bomb exploded in the parking garage of the 
World Trade Center in Manhattan, killing six people and injuring more than one 
thousand.1 

The Bombing of the World Trade Center 

On April 24, 1992, Ahmad Mohammad Ajaj moved from Houston, Texas, to 
Pakistan, where he attended a terrorist training camp called Camp Khaldan on 
the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan.2 He learned how to make bombs, 
and he met Ramzi Ahmed Yousef.3 On September 1, 1992, Ajaj and Yousef en-
tered the United States using false identities.4 Ajaj s passport was discovered to 
be a forgery.5 He was indicted in the Eastern District of New York, where John F. 
Kennedy International Airport is located, and imprisoned for six months on a 
guilty plea.6 Yousef was stopped for traveling on an Iraqi passport without a visa 
but released on his own recognizance because the detention center was full.7 

In the United States, Yousef assembled a conspiracy of terrorists.8 With the 
assistance of Mahmoud Abouhalima, Yousef and Mohammad A. Salameh rented 

                                                

 

1. The 9/11 Commission Report 280 (2004); id. at 71 ( The ensuing explosion opened a hole 
seven stories up. ); United States v. Yousef, 327 F.3d 56, 79 (2d Cir. 2003); United States v. 
Salameh, 152 F.3d 88, 107 08 (2d Cir. 1998); United States v. Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d 236, 245 
(S.D.N.Y. 1999); United States v. El-Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. 495, 496 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); United 
States v. Salameh, 856 F. Supp. 781, 782 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); United States v. El-Gabrowny, 825 F. 
Supp. 38, 39 40 (S.D.N.Y. 1993); see Ralph Blumenthal, Accounts Reconstruct Planning of Trade 
Center Explosion, N.Y. Times, May 26, 1993, at B1; Robert D. McFadden, Blast Hits Trade Cen-
ter, Bomb Suspected, N.Y. Times, Feb. 27, 1993, at 11; Christopher S. Wren, U.S. Jury Convicts 3 
in a Conspiracy to Bomb Airliners, N.Y. Times, Sept. 6, 1996, at 1. 

2. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246, 290. 
3. The 9/11 Commission Report 73 (2004); Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107. 
4. The 9/11 Commission Report 72 (2004); Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78, 135; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 

107; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246, 291; see Blumenthal, supra note 1; Mary B.W. Tabor, Man 
Held in Bombing but Is Not Charged, Lawyer Says, N.Y. Times, May 6, 1993, at B3; Wren, supra 
note 1. 

5. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246, 294; see Blumenthal, supra note 
1. 

6. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107, 109, 118 20 (noting that the guilty plea was entered on Oct. 6, 
1992); Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246, 294; Docket Sheet, United States v. Ajaj, No. 1:92-cr-993 
(E.D.N.Y. Sept. 14, 1992) (noting a judgment on Jan. 13, 1993); see Blumenthal, supra note 1; 
Tabor, supra note 4. 

7. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78 n.2; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107; see Richard Bernstein, Inspector Tes-
tifies She Urged No Asylum for Blast Suspect, N.Y. Times, Nov. 16, 1993, at B3; Blumenthal, 
supra note 1. 

8. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246. 



  

Case Studies in Terrorism-Related Cases (03/26/2008)  3 

in Jersey City, New Jersey, a storage unit and an apartment, where they made and 
stored explosive materials.9 Nidal Ayyad, a chemical engineer, acquired the ex-
plosives.10 

On February 23, 1993, Salameh rented a Ryder van, which the conspirators 
loaded with explosive materials.11 Three days later, Yousef and Eyad Ismoil 
drove the van-bomb to the World Trade Center, where they exploded the bomb by 
timer at 12:18 p.m.12 

Ayyad anonymously contacted the New York Daily News by telephone and 
the New York Times by mail to take responsibility for the bomb as retaliation for 
the United States support of Israel.13 His DNA was found on the New York 
Times envelope, and a draft of the letter to the Times was found on his com-
puter.14 

Investigators discovered the van s vehicle identification number in the bomb s 
debris.15 Salameh was arrested when he returned to the Ryder rental office on 
March 4 to recover a $400 rental deposit on the destroyed van, which he had re-
ported stolen.16 

                                                

 

9. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 78; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107 08; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246 47; 
see Richard Bernstein, 4 Are Convicted in Bombing at the World Trade Center That Killed 6, 
Stunned U.S., N.Y. Times, Mar. 5, 1994, at 11; Blumenthal, supra note 1; Robert D. McFadden, 
Agents Step Up Search for Bombing Suspect s Links, N.Y. Times, Mar. 6, 1993, at 11; Alison 
Mitchell, Chemical Engineer Is Held in the Trade Center Blast, N.Y. Times, Mar. 11, 1993, at A1 
[hereinafter Engineer Held]; Alison Mitchell, U.S. Widens Charges in Trade Center Bombing, 
N.Y. Times, May 27, 1993, at B4 [hereinafter U.S. Widens Charges]. 

10. The 9/11 Commission Report 72 (2004); Salameh, 152 F.3d at 107 08; Salameh, 54 F. 
Supp. 2d at 247; see Bernstein, supra note 9; Mitchell, Engineer Held, supra note 9. 

11. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 246 47; United States v. El-
Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. 495, 497 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); United States v. El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. 
38, 40 (S.D.N.Y. 1993); see Blumenthal, supra note 1; Ralph Blumenthal, Insistence on Refund 
for a Truck Results in an Arrest in Explosion, N.Y. Times, Mar. 5, 1993, at A1 [hereinafter Insis-
tence on Refund]; Robert D. McFadden, Jersey City Man Is Charged in Bombing of Trade Center 
After Rented Van Is Traced, N.Y. Times, Mar. 5, 1993, at A1. 

12. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 79, 135; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108; see Bernstein, supra note 9; Blu-
menthal, supra note 1; Wren, supra note 1; see also Benjamin Weiser, Man Accused of Delivering 
a Bomb Said He Believed It Was Soap, N.Y. Times, Oct. 16, 1997, at B3 (reporting testimony that 
Ismoil thought the van carried soap). 

13. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 247; see Bernstein, supra note 9; 
Richard Bernstein, Telephone Threat After Blast Is Played at World Trade Center Bombing Trial, 
N.Y. Times, Dec. 10, 1993, at B3; Blumenthal, supra note 1; Alison Mitchell, Letter Explained 
Motive in Bombing, Officials Now Say, N.Y. Times, Mar. 28, 1993, at 11. 

14. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 129; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 247; see Blumenthal, supra note 1; 
Mary B.W. Tabor, Questions Linger in Explosion Case, N.Y. Times, Sept. 14, 1993, at B1. 

15. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 79, 135; El-Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. at 497; El-Gabrowny, 825 F. 
Supp. at 40; see Blumenthal, supra note 1; Blumenthal, Insistence on Refund, supra note 11; 
McFadden, supra note 11. 

16. The 9/11 Commission Report 72 (2004); Yousef, 327 F.3d at 79, 135; Salameh, 152 F.3d at 
108; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 247; see Bernstein, supra note 9; Blumenthal, supra note 1; Blu-
menthal, Insistence on Refund, supra note 11; McFadden, supra note 9; McFadden, supra note 11. 

It was reported that Salameh had also returned to the rental office the day after the rental to re-
place a missing rearview mirror, creating a mystery of why someone who intended to use a 
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Abouhalima fled to Egypt after the explosion, and he was arrested by Egyp-
tian authorities on March 13.17 He was returned to the United States on March 
25.18 

Yousef and Abdul Rahman Yasin, another conspirator, also fled the country.19 

It was not until February 7, 1995, that Yousef was captured in Pakistan.20 Ismoil 
was apprehended in Jordan on July 30, 1995.21 Yasin, who was questioned but 
released by the FBI after the bombing, remains a fugitive.22 

Ajaj was released from his six-month sentence on March 1, 1993.23 On March 
9, he was rearrested on an immigration detainer.24 

Salameh and Ayyad were indicted in the Southern District of New York on 
March 17, 1993.25 The court assigned the case to Judge Kevin Thomas Duffy.26 

                                                                                                                                    

 

rented van for a bombing would let himself be seen repeatedly by witnesses. McFadden, supra 
note 9. 

17. Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 247, 269 70; see Alison Mitchell, Bombing Suspect Flown to 
U.S. After 10 Days in Egypt s Custody, N.Y. Times, Mar. 25, 1993, at A1. 

18. See Mitchell, supra note 17. 
19. The 9/11 Commission Report 72 (2004); Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108, 135; see Tabor, supra 

note 14 (reporting the government s offering $2 million rewards each for Yousef and Yasin); 
Wren, supra note 1. 

20. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108 n.2, 135; United States v. Yousef, 925 F. Supp. 1063, 1065 
(S.D.N.Y. 1996); see David Johnston, Fugitive in Trade Center Blast Is Caught and Returned to 
U.S., N.Y. Times, Feb. 9, 1995, at 1; James C. McKinley, Jr., Suspected Bombing Leader Indicted 
on Broader Charges, N.Y. Times, Apr. 14, 1995, at 3; Wren, supra note 1 (reporting that, Until 
his arrest in Pakistan in 1995, the United States considered him the most wanted fugitive alive, 
with a $2 million reward for his capture. ). 

21. Yousef, 327 F.3d at 79, 135; United States v. Yousef, No. 1:93-cr-180, 1999 WL 714103, 
at *1 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 13, 1999); see Docket Sheet, United States v. Salameh, No. 1:93-cr-180 
(S.D.N.Y. Mar. 17, 1993) [hereinafter S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet] (noting the filing on Aug. 
3, 1995, of a seventh superseding indictment against Yousef, Yasin, and Ismoil); see also James 
C. McKinley, Jr., Suspect Is Said to Be Longtime Friend of Bombing Mastermind, N.Y. Times, 
Aug. 4, 1995, at 1. 

22. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108 n.2; Salameh, 54 F. Supp. 2d at 254; see Alison Mitchell, U.S. 
Informer Is New Suspect in Bomb Plot, N.Y. Times, Aug. 5, 1993, at B1; Robert F. Worth, Second 
Attack on Iraq Prison in 48 Hours Wounds 5 Iraqis, N.Y. Times, Apr. 5, 2005, at A9. 

Although a fugitive with a $25 million reward offered for his capture, he was interviewed by 
Lesley Stahl for CBS News 60 Minutes on May 23, 2002. See Tina Kelley, Suspect in 1993 
Bombing Says Trade Center Wasn t First Target, N.Y. Times, June 1, 2002, at A10 (reporting that 
Yasin originally wanted to blow up Jewish neighborhoods in Brooklyn, but Yousef thought de-
stroying the World Trade Center would be more effective). 

23. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108; Tabor, supra note 4. 
24. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108; Tabor, supra note 4. 
25. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Ralph Blumenthal, Suspect in Blast 

Believed to Be in Pakistan, N.Y. Times, Mar. 18, 1993, at B4; see also Mitchell, Engineer Held, 
supra note 9 (reporting Ayyad s arrest on Mar. 10, 1993). 

26. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Mayr B.W. Tabor, As Trial Is Set in 
Explosion, Hunt Widens, N.Y. Times, Apr. 2, 1993, at B1. 

Tim Reagan interviewed Meghan Silhan, Judge Duffy s law clerk, by telephone on July 23, 
2007. 
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On March 31, a superseding indictment added Abouhalima and Yousef as defen-
dants.27 The next day, the court ordered the parties and their attorneys not to dis-
cuss publicly anything related to the case.28 The court of appeals vacated this gag 
order as overbroad on April 30.29 

Bilal Alkaisi turned himself in on March 24, 1993,30 and a second superseding 
indictment added him as a defendant on April 7.31 Because evidence against him 
was weaker than evidence against the others, his prosecution was severed.32 On 
May 9, 1994, he pleaded guilty to an immigration violation and agreed to be de-
ported.33 Judge Duffy sentenced him on July 13 to 20 months in prison, which 
was four months more than the time already served.34 

A third superseding indictment added Ajaj as a defendant on May 26, 1993.35 

A fourth superseding indictment added the fugitive Yasin as a defendant on Au-
gust 4.36 Salameh, Ayyad, Abouhalima, Ajaj, Yousef, and Yasin were named as 
defendants in a fifth superseding indictment filed on September 1.37 

Jury selection in the trial against Salameh, Ayyad, Abouhalima, and Ajaj be-
gan on September 14.38 The court issued 5,000 extra jury summonses to assemble 
a jury pool for the case.39 Opening arguments began on October 5.40 The jury be-
                                                                                                                                    

 

The Southern District of New York s 2006 Milton Pollack Fellow, Philip J. Gross, also pre-
pared a report on challenges to the district s judges in terrorism cases. Philip J. Gross, Guide to 
High Security & Terrorism Cases (2006). 

27. United States v. Yousef, 327 F.3d 56, 135 (2d Cir. 2003); S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, 
supra note 21; see Ralph Blumenthal, Missing Suspect Charged in Trade Center Bombing, N.Y. 
Times, Apr. 1, 1993, at B3. 

28. United States v. Salameh, 992 F. 2d 445, 446 (2d Cir. 1993); see Tabor, supra note 26. 
29. Salameh, 992 F. 2d 445; see United States v. Salameh, No. 1:93-cr-180, 1993 WL 364486, 

at *1 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 15, 1993); see David Margolick, Ban on Press Statements in Trade Center 
Bombing Case Is Overturned, N.Y. Times, May 1, 1993, at 127. 

30. See Blumenthal, supra note 1; Mitchell, supra note 17. 
31. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21. 
32. See Bernstein, supra note 9; Mitchell, supra note 22; Tabor, supra note 14; Mary B.W. 

Tabor, Trade Center Defendant Agrees to a Plea Bargain, N.Y. Times, May 10, 1994, at B3. A 
sixth superseding information against Alkaisi was filed on May 9, 1994. S.D.N.Y. Salameh 
Docket Sheet, supra note 21. 

33. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Tabor, supra note 32. 
34. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Ronald Sullivan, Bombing Figure 

Gets 20 Months for an Immigration Violation, N.Y. Times, July 14, 1994. 
35. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Mitchell, U.S. Widens Charges, supra 

note 9. 
36. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Mitchell, supra note 22. 
37. United States v. Salameh, 152 F.3d 88, 108 (2d Cir. 1998); S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket 

Sheet, supra note 21. 
38. S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Ralph Blumenthal, Jury Selection 

Starts in World Trade Center Case, N.Y. Times, Sept. 15, 1993, at B1; Tabor, supra note 14.  
Judge Duffy does not use jury questionnaires. United States v. Salameh, No. 1:93-cr-180, 1993 

WL 364486, at *2 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 15, 1993) ( There has been . . . absolutely no showing that jury 
questionnaires are of any particular help in the selection of a jury in highly publicized cases where 
a searching voir dire is conducted. ); see Gross, supra note 26, at 23 24. 

39. See Blumenthal, supra note 38; Mary B.W. Tabor, Jury Pool to Be Expanded by 5,000 for 
Trade Center Trial, N.Y. Times, Sept. 3, 1993, at B1. 



  

6 Case Studies in Terrorism-Related Cases (03/26/2008) 

gan its deliberations on February 23, 1994, and convicted the defendants on 
March 4.41 

Between conviction and sentencing, the defendants dismissed their attor-
neys.42 Salameh, Abouhalima, and Ajaj sought to hire as sentencing attorneys the 
law firm representing other defendants in a related trial, which is described be-
low.43 Judge Duffy ruled that this would present an unacceptable conflict,44 so the 
four defendants appeared at sentencing pro se.45 

On May 24, 1994, the court sentenced each of the four defendants to 240 
years in prison.46 Judge Duffy arrived at 240 years by computing the remaining 
life expectancies of the six killed victims, which summed to 180 years, and add-
ing 60 years, which is the mandatory sentence for two counts of assault on a fed-
eral officer.47 

On August 4, 1998, the court of appeals affirmed the convictions, but re-
manded for resentencing, holding that the defendants did not effectively waive 
their rights to counsel at sentencing.48 Judge Duffy resentenced the defendants in 
October 1999 to prison terms ranging from 108 years and four months to 117 
years and one month.49 The terms varied according to the defendants ages, be-
cause for some of the counts, Judge Duffy used a sentencing method recently ap-
proved by the court of appeals of imposing a sentence of one month less than a 
defendant s life expectancy if the sentencing guidelines suggested a life term, but 
at the time of the crime the guidelines specified that life terms would be decided 

                                                                                                                                    

 

40. See Richard Bernstein, Hints of Confrontation in Opening Statements, N.Y. Times, Oct. 5, 
1993, at B4. 

41. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 108, 135; United States v. Salameh, 856 F. Supp. 781, 782 (S.D.N.Y. 
1994); S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; see Bernstein, supra note 9; Richard Bern-
stein, Jurors Begin Deliberations in Blast Case, N.Y. Times, Feb. 24, 1994, at B1; Wren, supra 
note 1. 

42. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 161; Salameh, 856 F. Supp. at 782; see Richard Bernstein, 4 Defen-
dants Ask Lawyers Be Changed, N.Y. Times, Apr. 27, 1994, at B2. 

43. Salameh, 856 F. Supp. at 782 (noting a desire to hire William Kunstler and Ronald Kuby, 
who were counsel for Siddig Ibrahim Siddig Ali and Ibrahim el-Gabrowny in a related prosecution 
before Judge Mukasey); see United States v. Rahman, 861 F. Supp. 266, 272 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); see 
also Bernstein, supra note 42; Gross, supra note 26, at 10. 

44. Salameh, 856 F. Supp. 781; see Gross, supra note 26, at 10. The court of appeals denied 
the defendants petition for a writ of mandamus. Docket Sheet, In re Abouhalima, No. 94-3038 
(2d Cir. Apr. 21, 1994) (noting denial of the writ on May 3, 1994); see Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 
272. 

45. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 161. 
46. Id. at 108; Salameh, 856 F. Supp. at 782; S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21; 

see Richard Bernstein, Trade Center Bombers Get Prison Terms of 240 Years, N.Y. Times, May 
25, 1994, at A1; Gross, supra note 26, at 10 11; Wren, supra note 1. 

47. See Bernstein, supra note 46; Gross, supra note 26, at 11. 
48. Salameh, 152 F.3d at 161; see Convictions Are Upheld in Trade Center Case, N.Y. Times, 

Aug. 5, 1998, at B6; Gross, supra note 26, at 11. 
49. United States v. Salameh, 261 F.3d 271, 275 (2d Cir. 2001). 
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by the jury, which had made no such determination in this case.50 On August 6, 
2001, the court of appeals affirmed.51 

Plots to Bomb New York Landmarks 

When Salameh rented the van used to bomb the World Trade Center, he used as 
identification a New York driver s license with an address belonging to Ibrahim 
el-Gabrowny.52 On March 4, 1993, federal agents searched el-Gabrowny s home, 
where they found stun guns and taped messages from el-Gabrowny s cousin, El 
Sayyid Nosair, urging aggressive reactions to Jewish immigration to Israel.53 

Agents found el-Gabrowny near his home, and he was belligerent when frisked.54 

He was discovered to have fraudulent Nicaraguan passports for Nosair and No-
sair s family.55 

El-Gabrowny was indicted for assault in the Southern District of New York on 
March 17.56 The court assigned the case to Judge Michael B. Mukasey,57 who 
tried to conduct this case as much like other criminal trials as possible.58 

                                                

 

50. Id. (noting sentences of 1,403 months for Salameh, 1,300 months for Abouhalima, 1,405 
months for Ayyad, and 1,378 months for Ajaj); S.D.N.Y. Salameh Docket Sheet, supra note 21 
(same); see United States v. Tocco, 135 F.3d 116, 131 32 (2d Cir. 1998) (approving a sentencing 
scheme by Judge Jack B. Weinstein of the Eastern District of New York). 

51. Salameh, 261 F.3d 271; see Benjamin Weiser, Trade Center Bombing Terms, N.Y. Times, 
Aug. 7, 2001, at B4. 

52. United States v. Rahman, 189 F.3d 88, 108 (2d Cir. 1999); United States v. El-Gabrowny, 
876 F. Supp. 495, 497 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); United States v. El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. 38, 40 
(S.D.N.Y. 1993); see Blumenthal, supra note 1. 

It was reported that Salameh failed four attempts to get a New Jersey driver s license using his 
own address. Blumenthal, supra. 

53. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 105, 106, 108; United States v. El-Gabrowny, 35 F.3d 63, 64 (2d Cir. 
1994); El-Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. at 496 97; United States v. Rahman, 861 F. Supp. 266, 270 
(S.D.N.Y. 1994); El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. at 39 40. 

54. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 108; El-Gabrowny, 35 F.3d at 64; El-Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. at 
496 98; Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 270; El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. at 39 41; see McFadden, su-
pra note 11; Alison Mitchell, Suspect in Bombing Is Linked to Sect with a Violent Voice, N.Y. 
Times, Mar. 5, 1993, at A1. 

55. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 108; El-Gabrowny, 35 F.3d at 64; El-Gabrowny, 876 F. Supp. at 
496 97; Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 270; United States v. Rahman, 837 F. Supp. 64, 65 (S.D.N.Y. 
1993); El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. at 39, 41; see Blumenthal, supra note 1; McFadden, supra note 
9. 

56. El-Gabrowny, 35 F.3d at 64; Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 270; Rahman, 837 F. Supp. at 65; 
El-Gabrowny, 825 F. Supp. at 39; Docket Sheet, United States v. Abdel Rahman, No. 1:93-cr-181 
(S.D.N.Y. Mar. 17, 1993) [hereinafter S.D.N.Y. Abdel Rahman Docket Sheet] (also noting the 
filing of a superseding indictment against El-Gabrowny on May 19, 1993); see Blumenthal, supra 
note 25. 

57. S.D.N.Y. Abdel Rahman Docket Sheet, supra note 56. 
Judge Mukasey retired from the bench in 2006 and returned to the practice of law until Presi-

dent George W. Bush named him as his third Attorney General. Federal Judicial Center Bio-
graphical Directory of Federal Judges, http://www.fjc.gov/public/home.nsf/hisj; see Michael 
Abramowitz & Dan Eggen, Ex-Judge Is Said to Be Pick at Justice, Wash. Post, Sept. 17, 2007, at 
A1; Dan Eggen, Senate Confirms Mukasey by 53 40, N.Y. Times, Nov. 9, 2007, at A1; Joseph 
Goldstein, As Judge Leaves for Law Firm, His Legacy Is Remembered, N.Y. Sun, July 26, 2006, at 

http://www.fjc.gov/public/home.nsf/hisj;
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Nosair was in prison on a sentence of 7 to 22 years for a state conviction on 
assault and weapons charges stemming from the killing of a militant Zionist and 
former member of the Israeli parliament, Rabbi Meir Kahane, at a November 5, 
1990, speech Kahane made in New York City.59 There was evidence that projec-
tiles found in the room where Kahane and others were shot came from Nosair s 
gun, but he was acquitted of the murder.60 

In 1991, during Nosair s state trial, an FBI informant, Emad Eldin Aly Abdou 
Salem, began to befriend followers of Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, a blind Islamic 
cleric.61 Salem met el-Gabrowny at the trial of Nosair, who was el-Gabrowny s 
cousin.62 

Abdel Rahman was tried, but acquitted, in Egypt as an accomplice in the Oc-
tober 6, 1981, murder of President Anwar el-Sadat.63 He illegally entered the 
                                                                                                                                    

 

1; Carl Hulse, Mukasey Wins Vote in Senate, Despite Doubts, N.Y. Times, Nov. 9, 2007, at A1; 
Sheryl Gay Stolberg & Philip Shenon, Bush to Appoint Ex-Judge as Head of Justice Dept., N.Y. 
Times, Sept. 17, 2007, at A1. 

Tim Reagan interviewed Judge Mukasey for this report at his law offices in Manhattan on June 
25, 2007. 

58. Interview with Michael B. Mukasey, June 25, 2007. 
59. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 105 & n.3; Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 270; Rahman, 837 F. Supp. at 

65; see United States v. Nosair, 854 F. Supp. 251, 251 (S.D.N.Y. 1994); see also Blumenthal, su-
pra note 1; McFadden, supra note 9; John T. McQuiston, Kahane Is Killed After Giving Talk in 
New York Hotel, N.Y. Times, Nov. 6, 1990, at A1; Mitchell, supra note 54; Ronald Sullivan, 
Judge Gives Maximum Term in Kahane Case, N.Y. Times, Jan. 30, 1992, at A1. 

60. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 105 & n.3; Rahman, 861 F. Supp. at 270; see Blumenthal, supra note 
1; M.A. Farber, Gun That Was Found on Defendant Is Linked to Kahane Shooting, N.Y. Times, 
Dec. 5, 1991, at B3; McFadden, supra note 9; McFadden, supra note 11; Mitchell, supra note 54; 
Selwyn Raab, Jury Acquits Defendant in Kahane Trial, N.Y. Times, Dec. 22, 1991, at 136; Tabor, 
supra note 14. 

Nosair shot and was shot by a postal police officer at the scene, Carlos Acosta. Rahman, 189 
F.3d at 105. Although Nosair was convicted of assault with a deadly weaon on Acosta, Nosair 
sued Acosta and the postal service for his own injury. Docket Sheet, Nosair v. Acosta, No. 1:92-
cv-8274, 1993 WL 336996 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 1, 1993). His suit was dismissed as precluded by his 
conviction, id., and his appeal was dismissed as frivolous, Docket Sheet, Nosair v. Acosta, No. 93-
2661 (2d Cir. Oct. 7, 1993). 

61. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 104, 106; see Richard Bernstein, Biggest U.S. Terrorist Trial Begins 
as Arguments Clash, N.Y. Times, Jan. 31, 1995, at 1 (reporting that Salem was paid more than $1 
million by the United States government for his assistance); Alison Mitchell, Bomb Informer Ac-
tive in 1991, Authorities Say, N.Y. Times, July 15, 1993, at A1 [hereinafter Bomb Informer]; Al-
ison Mitchell, Egyptian Was Informer, Officials Say, N.Y. Times, June 26, 1993, at 123 [hereinaf-
ter Egyptian Infomer]; Alison Mitchell, Official Recalls Delay in Using Informer, N.Y. Times, 
July 16, 1993, at B2 (reporting that Salem had entered the federal witness protection program); 
Mitchell, supra note 54 (describing Abdel Rahman as blind, with one eye without a pupil, the 
other an empty socket ); see also Mary B.W. Tabor, Informer s Ex-Wife Said He Warned of Ter-
rorism, N.Y. Times, Sept. 28, 1993, at B2 (reporting that Salem said that the day after the explo-
sion [he] was upset and told [his ex-wife] the bombing could have been averted if the F.B.I. had 
heeded his warnings ). 

62. Rahman, 189 F.3d at 106; see James C. McKinley, Jr., Many Faces of Witness in Terror 
Trial, N.Y. Times, Mar. 6, 1995, at 3. 

63. See William E. Farrell, 5 in Sadat Trial Sentenced to Die, N.Y. Times, Mar. 7, 1982, at 11; 
William E. Farrell, Egypt Reports Plot to Kill Aides at Sadat s Funeral, N.Y. Times, Oct. 31, 




